FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

Constant Friendship Estates Homeowners Association Newsletter                    October 2009


Welcome Fall!

School is back in session and the colder weather is just around the corner. With the fall comes word of our Annual Homeowners Meeting. The Annual Meeting is scheduled for November 10 at 7pm. It will be held at the Abingdon Firehouse on Abingdon Rd. 

Please come out and support your community!! We cannot make changes without your input. We know several homeowners are upset over issues they think are not being addressed by the board. Please come to the meeting and make your voice heard.  If you would like to run for a board seat, please fill out the forms and consider running.

Community Issues

Our community continues to see incidents of vandalism. Several homes on Trellis Lane were sprayed with graffiti. Please be vigilant and keep your eyes out for anything out of the ordinary. Watch out for your neighbors and report any unusual activity to the sheriff’s office. To see current crime activity in the area, log onto www.crimereports.com or go to the link at www.harfordsheriff.org

If any homeowner is interested in starting a Community Watch Group, please let your board know.

With the recent downturn in the economy, our county has seen a rise in home foreclosures. We have had a few in our neighborhood and with these vacant homes can come problems. If you are living next to a vacant home, please consider checking for 

unwelcome guests. Colder weather is coming and we need to keep the outsides of our houses attractive and looking lived in. We will all benefit with an increase in home values by keeping our community neat and clean. 

HOA Meeting Dates

  Our next meeting is scheduled for October 7th at 6:30 pm.The meeting will be held at the home of our President – Cindy Rash. If you plan on attending – contact Wentworth Property and speak with John Strauss. Reserve your seat!!!  
No Trash Pickup

Harford Sanitation (HSS) does not pick up trash or recycling on the following holidays: 

(
Thanksgiving
(
Christmas Day  
(
New Year’s Day  
Please be aware of the day the holiday falls on.  Please do not put trash out if the pickup day falls on a holiday.  This will eliminate trash blowing around the community and unsightly piles of garbage.

New Intersection

The new intersection at 924 and route 24 is now operating and with it will come more traffic headaches. Please be cautious of those cars that use our neighborhood as a cut through. Watch for cars that are speeding and keep an eye on the kids. 

Disposing of Waste and Un-Wanted Items 
The Harford Waste Disposal Center, better known as the Scarboro Landfill, is located in Street, Maryland just north of Bel Air between Rte 543 and Rte 136. It’s open to all residents of Harford County, Monday through Saturday.  Not only can you dispose of the items listed below you can purchase mulch and compost. You can also get free firewood when it is available.  For more information on the landfill visit: www.harfordcountymd.gov and enter landfill in the search block.

· Harford Waste Disposal Center
3241 Scarboro Road, Street, MD 21154
410-638-3636
Items that can be discarded
· Any computer or computer related equipment. 

· Lawn and garden recyclables, grass clippings, leaves, branches up to 6” in diameter and 6’ in length.  

· Household Recyclables: plastics bottles & jugs, bi-metals, aluminum cans, glass bottles & jars, commingled in blue bags

·  Mixed paper in paper bags.  

· Flattened corrugated cardboard.

· Car & truck batteries.

· Up to 5 gallons used motor oil and/or antifreeze.

· Scrap metal and appliances.

·  Up to 5 tires up to 17" diameter off rim per year.

All cars or multipurpose vehicles entering the site with loads are charged $3.00.  While pickup trucks and single axle utility trailers are $5.00.  Larger vehicles must weigh in at $50.00 per ton.   

Services that pick up unwanted items

Purple Heart:  410-712-0109, front door pickup service to collect usable clothing and household item donations to raise funds for the support of Veterans and their families. www.purpleheartpickup.org
Salvation Army:  410-525-0530

Parking Issues

Please be courteous to your neighbors by not having your vehicles hang over the sidewalk from your driveway. It is against county regulations to block any part of the sidewalk with your vehicles. Please utilize street parking if this is a problem.

Wegmans is Coming!!

Many of you in the community have heard that Wegmans grocery store will be building a store right here in Abingdon. They will build on the property next to the WaWa. They have broken ground and should begin work soon.
95 Interchange Improvements

The Maryland Transportation Authority (MDTA) has started work on the I-95/MD 24 

Improvement Project aimed at improving safety, adding capacity and reducing 

congestion on a 1.5-mile stretch of MD 24 in Harford County. 

Project limits extend along I-95, from just north of the MD 24 bridge to just south of the Winters Run stream and along MD 24 from Edgewood Road to north of the MD 24/MD 

924 intersection. Currently, MD 24 is a four-lane divided urban highway that serves commuters, residents and businesses in the 

Constant Friendship, Woodsdale Meadows and Bel Air communities of Harford County. 
Work on the $38 million project is anticipated to be complete in spring 2011 and involves the following: 

• Construction of a temporary intersection at 

MD 24 and MD 924/Tollgate Road, south of the current intersection, to facilitate construction of the future MD 24 and MD 924/Tollgate Road interchange. 
• Constructing a new interchange, which will consist of a new MD 24 bridge over MD 924/ Tollgate Road. The new bridge will allow motorists on MD 24 to bypass a traffic signal. 
• Widening the northbound MD 24 bridge over I-95 to accommodate the future traffic pattern on northbound MD 24. 

During construction, lane closures will occur on MD 24, MD 924 and I-95 during off-peak travel times. Additional temporary closures may be in effect as needed throughout the project. Motorists should anticipate lane shifts 

and reduced merge distances on ramps. Delays may occur, especially during peak-travel periods. 

For more information on the I-95/MD 24 Improvement Project, visit the Authority's 

website: www.mdtransportationauthority.com and click on “Capital Projects”. 
Regular construction updates are available by 

calling toll free: 1-877-368-1141. 
Questions? Email: mdta@mdtransportationauthority.com 

Report Street Lights Out

The streetlights in the community are  maintained by BGE. If you notice a streetlight not working, please call BGE at 410-685-0123 or 1-800-685-0123, options #1 & #5, 24 hours a day. You can also use their website at www.bge.com.  If you look on the light pole you will find a yellow band with a number on it.  This number identifies the pole and should be provided to BGE.

Board Meetings 

Board Meetings are held the second Tuesday of every other month at Wentworth Property Management, now located at 138 Industru Lane, Forest Hill, MD. 21050   If you would like to attend a meeting, please call ahead to our Property Manager to reserve a seat.  You may reach John Strauss, at jstrauss@wentworthmgt.com or Elayne Zahn, at ezahn@wentorthmgt.com or call the office 410-838-4600 or 410-879-8333.

Please let us continue to serve those of you in our community. If you have questions or concerns, please contact either John or Elayne at Wentworth Property Management Properties or a board member. 

We have a community website where you can find the forms the need to be filled out for architectural requests and the architectural guidelines for our community. The website 

is: www.wentworthconnect.com Please check it out.

