FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

Constant Friendship Estates Homeowners Association Newsletter                    January 2009


Happy New Year!! 

Our annual meeting was held in November with a modest showing of homeowners. The following is a list of our current Board of Directors:

Cindy Rash – President

Diane Payne – Treasurer

Susan Reid – Secretary

Donna Sweeney – Vice President

Ali Reusing – Website Coordinator

The proposed 2009 budget was adopted without changes.  The HOA fees for 2009 are $30.00 per month, per household. This additional $2.00 is primarily due to an increase for trash collection. Costs for trash collection rose from $18.00 per home to $20.19.  We are now paying .19 less per home for HOA fees, from $10.00 to $9.81. We also are happy to welcome back our previous property manager, John Strauss. He has been a dedicated manager to the Constant Friendship Town homes for the past two years. Now that he will be taking on our community as well, he will be able to devote more time to us than was possible in the past. 

We hope everyone has had a safe and happy holiday season. As you take down your decorations and put them away – take a moment to check gutters for debris. You may wish to check your siding as well since we have had several episodes of high winds in 

the past few weeks. As we move into the winter season it is important to have good drainage for snow runoff. 

Holiday Tree Pickup ~ 2009

Harford Sanitation (HSS) will pick up Christmas trees MONDAY JANUARY 19. Please have your tree sitting curbside by 6 am to insure pickup. Please do not place it out earlier than the night before. 

Trees will be picked up on this day only. 

No Trash Pickup

Harford Sanitation (HSS) does not pick up trash or recycling on the following holidays: 

(
July 4th

(
Thanksgiving
(
Christmas Day  
(
New Year’s Day  
Please be aware of the day the holiday falls on.  Please do not put trash out if the pickup day falls on a holiday.  This will eliminate trash blowing around the community and unsightly piles of garbage.

Snow Is On The Way

Odds are we are going to get snow this winter.  Please be courteous to your neighbors by clearing your drive and the sidewalks. Also, consider helping an elderly neighbor in clearing their drive and walks. 

95 Interchange Improvements

The Maryland Transportation Authority (MDTA) has started work on the I-95/MD 24 Improvement Project aimed at improving safety, adding capacity and reducing congestion on a 1.5-mile stretch of MD 24 in Harford County. 

Project limits extend along I-95, from just north of the MD 24 bridge to just south of the Winters Run stream and along MD 24 from Edgewood Road to north of the MD 24/MD 

924 intersection. Currently, MD 24 is a four-lane divided urban highway that serves commuters, residents and businesses in the Constant Friendship, Woodsdale Meadows and Bel Air communities of Harford County. 

Work on the $38 million project is anticipated to be complete in spring 2011 and involves the following: 

• Construction of a temporary intersection at 

MD 24 and MD 924/Tollgate Road, south of the current intersection, to facilitate construction of the future MD 24 and MD 924/Tollgate Road interchange. 
• Constructing a new interchange, which will consist of a new MD 24 bridge over MD 924/ Tollgate Road. The new bridge will allow motorists on MD 24 to bypass a traffic signal. 
• Widening the northbound MD 24 bridge over I-95 to accommodate the future traffic pattern on northbound MD 24. 

During construction, lane closures will occur on MD 24, MD 924 and I-95 during off-peak travel times. Additional temporary closures may be in effect as needed throughout the project. Motorists should anticipate lane shifts and reduced merge distances on ramps. Delays may occur, especially during peak-travel periods. 


For more information on the I-95/MD 24 Improvement Project, visit the Authority's website: www.mdtransportationauthority.com and click on “Capital Projects”. 

Regular construction updates are available by calling toll free: 1-877-368-1141. 
Questions? Email: mdta@mdtransportationauthority.com 

Parking Issues

Please be courteous to your neighbors by not having your vehicles hang over the sidewalk from your driveway. It is against county regulations to block any part of the sidewalk with your vehicles. Please utilize street parking if this is a problem.

Community Issues

Our community has been the victim of some recent incidents of vandalism. Several homes on Trellis Lane were sprayed with graffiti. Please be vigilant and keep your eyes out for 

anything out of the ordinary. Watch out for your neighbors and report any unusual activity to the sheriff’s office. 

With the recent downturn in the economy, our county has seen a rise in home foreclosures. We have had a few in our neighborhood and with these vacant homes can come problems. If you are living next to a vacant home, please consider clearing the drive if it snows and checking for unwelcome guests. Once spring comes, consider mowing the lawn and keeping the outside appearance attractive. We will all benefit with an increase in home sales and keeping our community neat and clean is important. 

Community Yard Sale

Mark your calendars; our annual community yard sale is scheduled for April 18th 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

HOA Meeting Dates

Our next meeting is scheduled for February 10 

at 7pm.  
Board Meetings 

Board Meetings are held every other month at Trenton Property Services, Inc. (TPSI), 126 South Main Street, Bel Air, MD. 21014.   If you would like to attend a meeting, please call ahead to our Property Manager to reserve a seat.  You may reach John Strauss, at jstrauss@tpsi.net or Elayne Zahn, at ezahn@tpsi.net or call the office 410-838-4600 or 410-879-8333.

Please let us continue to serve those of you in our community. If you have questions or concerns, please contact either John or Elayne at Trenton Properties or a board member. 

We have a community website where you can find the forms the need to be filled out for architectural requests and the architectural guidelines for our community. The website is: www.smartstreet.org Please check it out.

